A String Of Pennants
by Juliet Lanvers

Nothing speaks of happiness in a room like a garland made of colorful pennants. You can
make them to hang year-round, or add text for a special occasion.

Note: You can make as many or as few pennants as you wish, so you must print the triangular pennant
pattern first and use it to determine the amount of fabric you will need. For the colored fabric, the
minimum width of the cut should be no less than ⅛ of a yard. I recommend starting with ⅛ yard cuts
of each colored fabric (I used solid colors) and 1 yard of wool felt (I used white felt).

•

Enough fabric for the desired number of
pennants

•

Enough wool felt for the desired number of
pennants

•

½”-wide double-fold bias tape; one 3-yard
package for every nine feet of garland

•

Thread in a neutral color

•
•

•
•
•
•

Paper-backed fusible web
Pinking shears or scalloped shears
(Scalloped edges are especially nice for
girls.)
Regular scissors
Pins
Purple disappearing ink marking pen
Iron
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Step One
Cut the Large Felt Triangles
Cut out the large triangular pennant
pattern. Trace the triangle on the felt,
repeating as needed for the desired
number of pennants. Use a disappearing
purple pen for this task and make
sure that the triangles do not touch
each other. Note: I used a permanent
green felt marker on the sample in the
picture to improve visibility. Don’t use a
permanent marker on your pennants; it
will not go away!

Cut the two long sides of the triangle
with fancy shears. If you are making
scallops, make sure the blades are
oriented in the right direction before
cutting.
Use a regular pair of scissors to cut
the short side of the triangle.

Step Two
Cut the Small Fabric Shapes
Cut the fusible web into strips wide
enough to contain two small triangle
patterns stacked on top of each other.
Mark the small triangles on the paper
side of the webbing as shown in the
photo.
Fuse the fusible web to the wrong
side of the fabric following the
manufacturer’s instructions.
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Cut out the newly formed lozenge
shape with regular scissors. Fold as
shown and crease along the middle
with your thumb or an iron.

Step Three
Fuse the Fabric to the Felt
Remove the paper backing from
the fabric lozenge and sandwich it
around a large felt triangle. Make
sure the two sides are as centered
as possible, then fuse the fabric to
the felt.

Step Four
Stitch the Pennant Shapes Together
Insert a size #90/14 or larger needle into
the sewing machine. You might need to
raise the thread tension a little as well.
Sew along the long sides of the fabric
triangle very close to the edge, pivoting
at the point. To make it easy to follow the
edge, use BERNINA Blindstitch Foot #5
or Edgestitch Foot #10. There is no need
to backtack at the ends or sew along the
top edge of the triangle because they will
be covered during the next step.

3

Step Five
Attach the Garland Binding
Space the pennants at regular
intervals along a strip of double-fold
bias tape, leaving several inches of
tape free at each end for hanging.
Insert the top of each pennant
between the layers of the folded tape.
Sew along the edge of the tape, close
to the edges, enclosing the top edges
of the pennants in the stitching.

Fold over the ends of the binding
and stitch, forming convenient
loops for hanging your banner.
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Chickpea studio for the Sewing Republic
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